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Under the caste system there is no such thing as paupen/
sation, each sub/caste or family being responsible for those
unfortunate enough to be non/earners.   Without caste the
poverty of India must rise like a ghostly Everest,  It will
demand   bread.   Democracy  will  give  it   a   member of
Parliament and a butcher's trade union.  It will also demand
a higher standard of living, a place in the sun and all the
wearisome stock/m/trade of a happy people made miserable.
We shall have strikes, and processions and hungry howlmgs
at capital.   There will be hordes of agitators and flocks of
organising officials witnessed and applauded by a great cloud
of professional politicians.  Political parties will promise the
moon and then discover that they cannot buy a brass tack.
Our only hope is that India will settle down so to tame this
bull in her china shop that Hinduism may be cleansed rather
than destroyed and that caste may continue to protect the
happiness of millions from the suffering of being a banyan
tree in a polar garden.   Certainly, if caste goes in India,
Hinduism goes with it.   Caste is just as much a part of the
Brahman faith as prayer is a precept of the Christian.  We
can no more remove caste and leave Hinduism than we can
destroy its paint and preserve a picture.
Hindu Morality
Charges have been made against Hindu morality. This is
particularly so in connection with marriage custom. I have
found such charges to be seldom justified. Child marriages
look bad. That much has to be admitted; but they are only
an ugly coping for a beautiful wall. Child marriages are,
indeed, the cause of India's strikingly high standard of female
morality. Whatever the caste system has done it has made
marriage a sacred institution and demanded a standard of
feminine virtue unsurpassed in the world* A Hindu girl is
usually married before the age of puberty for two reasons
The first is that she shall thus be preserved from men desiring
promiscuous intercourse; the second is that the best Hindu